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alarm, and sent orders to the prelate to return to his
diocese. Becket obeyed, but alleged as the cause of his
obedience, not the royal command, but his own desire
to celebrate the festival of Christmas in his metropolitan
church. The week passed in holding sittings in his
court, where he acted with his usual promptitude, vigour,
and resolution against the intruders into livings, and
upon the encroachments on his estates; and in devotions
most fervent, mortifications most austere.0

His rude enemies committed in the mean time all
kinds of petty annoyances, which he had not the lofti-
ness to disdain. Eandulph de Broc seized a vessel laden
with rich wine for his use, and imprisoned the sailors in
Pevensey Castle. An order from the court compelled
him to release ship and crew. They robbed the people
who carried his provisions, broke into his park, hunted
his deer, beat his retainers; and, at the instigation of
Eandulph's brother, Robert de Broc, a ruffian, a renegade
monk, cut off the tail of one of his state horses.

On Christmas day Becket preached on tbe appropriate
text, "Peace on earth, good will towards men." The
sermon agreed ill with the text. He spoke of one ol
his predecessors, St. Alphege, who had suffered martyr-
dom. " There may soon be a second." He then burst
out into a fierce, impetuous, terrible tone, arraigned the
courtiers, and closed with a fulminating excommunica-
tion against Nigel de Sackville, who had refused to give
up a benefice into which, in Becket's judgement, he had

excellent and elaborate paper has ap-
peared in the Quarterly Review, full
of local knowledge. I recognise the
hand of a friend from whom great
thing! may be expected. I find, I

think, nothing in which we disagree,
though that account, having more
ample space, is more particular than
mine. (Reprinted in 'Memorials ot
Canterbury,' by Key. A. P. Stanley.}